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To the Right Reverend Father 
IN GOD 
JOHN LodBISHOP 


F X- O N. 


Grace and Peace through 
Jeſus Chriſt, 


Right Reverend, 
WOE Hile in a Charitab'e defire of the 
NAAR Churches and the whole Kingdoms 


. Peace, 1 firſt meditated the matters 


rreated of in theſe enſuing Papers, though but for 
the Excitation and Encouragement of a leſſer 
A uditory ; and Was afterwards perſwaded, that 
if ſent abroad , they might ( through the Divine 
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The Fpiſtle Dedicatory. 


Bleſſing ) conduce in ſome meaſure to the benefit 
of more : 1 was thereupon willing to caſt in this 
poor mite of mine into the common Treaſury. For 
this cauſe, and merely to this end, without any 
ether reſþe& that my heart knows, or any the leaſt 
deſire to gall or grieve the Spirits of any ; 141 
here humbly offer my Well-wiſhings of this kind, 
to the publick view, beſeeching our Gracious God, 
the God of Love and Peace, ſo to bleſſe my weak 
( but cordial ) endeavours, that they may find in 
the firſt place, acceptance with Elm, and then 
( threugh his power ) a preyalency with Them, 
who together with my Self ( though of the meane ſt 
and loweſt rank) are concerned in this holy and 
great Afﬀair. | 
It #' not Ambition, but treverence, that hath 
induced me to ſend them thus jorth under Your 
Lordſhips Patronage, and ſo to tranſmit them ( as 
through Your hands ) to the Prudent Conſiderati- 
on of my Keverend Fatbe: s and Brethren in the 
Mimiſtry ; eſpecially thoſe whom it hath pleaſed 
God, and ( next under him) our Dear Sove: - 
raign , to recommend unto Your Lordſhips care. 
Nor do Therein preſume togive Inſtruftions, or to 
preſcribe Rules to them, that are in my own juſt 
eſteem 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
efteem ſo much my Betters, ( alas, who am I, 


that in ſo Grave and Venerable a Siciety of 
| Learned men, ſhould harbour but a thought of ſo 


doing * ) No, the bent of my Soul is, with a ſoft 
and gentle breath to quicken up their Holy Zeal, 
and humbly to beſeech them ( every one m his 
Place and proper Station) to imploy the choiceſt 
of their greater and more flauriſhmg Abilities, to- 
ward the allayinz of thoſe unkindly heats, and the 
making up of thoſe deſtruftive breaches, which the 
irregular fancies of this looſe age, ( through the 
Juſt Jud cement of God wpon 145 for our fins ) have 
brought upon the Nation, to the downfull ( al- 
moſt ) of our t{eligion, and coſequently the un- 
doing of this once flouriſhing, and ( let me ſþeak 
it, on the one fide without Envy, and without 
Flattery on the other ) truly Apoſtolical Church 
of England. 

Uniy in the Church, if founded nyon Truth, 
# a ſweet Ornament, and a great ſupport : and 
truly, whatever ſome may conceive, 1 believe the 
wiſer ſort will Judge, that a decent and wholeſome 
Uniformity i is a ſpecial belp, as to the firſt beget- 
ting, ſo tothe conſt.nt preſerving of that Unity. 


Whereas, on the other fide, a Lawleſſe Multifor- 
mity 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
mity ( ſuch as that was which of late years bath 
born fo great a ſway, and by an impetuaus Violence 
carried down all before it ) may juſtly be repute] 
among the greateſt and ſoareſt Enemies of that de: 
firable accord, which Chrifiianity perſwades. 

How Dolorous and Direfull the effefs have 
© bein of this maniy-beaded Monſter, to the great 

diſturbance of our Peace, and the diſſolving ( wells 
nigh ) of that goodly Order Which St. Paul com- 
mended in tle Church at Coloſle, chap. 2. 5. 
yea, and bow much the Un-bratherly contending 
for ſome fancied particles of a Negative Superſti- 
tion, in reference to the mere outward Adminiſtra- 
ten 'f our Holy Things, hath ſharpened, T ſay not 
only the Tongues and Pens, but the Swords and 
Prkes of the miſ-guided Multitude, our own dear 
experience can ſadly recompt, and thelate twice- 
r-peated Inſurre&ion of a Rebellious Crew (whoſe 
defron, it (eems, was to bave ingaged us once 
more in 2 Deſperate and Bleody War ) doth ſuf- 
fictently demonſtrate. 

The truth is, no better Fruit can be expefted 
from ſuch a Tree. And therefore, What leſſe can 
the conſideration. hereof work in 15, ( after.an 
humble '* ecoonitin and penitent Conritin, ire: 

erence 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ference to our on manifold demerits ) thm a 
Prudent and Zealous care of contributing what ws 
can toward the uenching of theſe unnatural and 
inteſtine Flames, together with our mot inſtant 
and hearty Prayers unto Almighty God, far his 
Gracious Direfion, and Fatberly Benediftion, in 
and upon our diligence and endeavour that way+. 
And, ob that it wauld p'raſe the Divine Goodneſſe 
( in Whoſe hand are the bearts of all men) ſoto 
mlighten our minds, and faſten our affetrons 
the Fundamental and Eſſential points of Faith 
and Gadlineſſe, that, laying aſide theſe fierce dif: 
putes, and heart-dividing contentions about Cir- 
cumſtantial Niceties, we might all meet and joyn 
together in a Juſt and Peaceable Conſormity, and 
fo ( at once ) exerciſe our Piety to God, our Sub- 
miſſion to Authority, and our affeftionate reſþefs 
of love and kindly aſtiſtance one 10wards another, 
ever fludying ( as much as in 4 lies ) the preſer- 
roatian of the Wnity of the Spirit, in the bond of 
Peace ; the beſt and readieſt way ( as wiſe men 
deem ) to filence the Clamours, prevent the De- 
fagnes, and ( if the good pleaſure of G:d be ſuch ) 
to reftifte the Apprebenſions , and reconcile the 
Hegrts of the yet-remaining Sanballats, Tobi- 
; \ abs > 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ahs, and Geſhems of the time, who by force and 
fraud, do What they can to interrupt and hinder 
15 ( 45 their Fathers ſometime did that good Nes- 
hemiah ) i repairing the Ruines, and raiſing 
up the Walls of our Engliſh Jeralalem. 

And in Order toall thu,that Your Lordſhip and 
the reſt, who labour under you in this part of the 
Spiritual Vmeyard, may thrive and proſper in your 
Holy Undertakings, the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſo Bleſſe and Crown your attic 
ens with good ſucceſſe, that his Name inall things 
may be glorified, bu Truth ſetled, his Peace refto- 
red, your Souls bleſſed, and the whole Church every 
day more and more both comforted and znlarged ! 
90 prayes, fs 


My Lord, 


From my Stud 


my Fenly Your moſt Humbly 


21, 1050, 


deyoted Seryant, 


o Martin Blake. 


Text. 


Text. Pſal. 122.8, 9. 


For my *Brethren and Companions ſake, 1 will 
now ſay, Peace be within thee. Bacauſe of the 


Houſe of the Lord our God, Twill ſeek thy 
Good. 


Hen the people of Tſrael, after their 
coming out of Egypt, were yer in the 
way tO Canaan, it pleaſed God by 
Moſes to make known unto them 
his gratious purpoſe, that when 
they ſhould be quietly ſeated in that 
promiſed Land, and be at reſt from all their enemies 
round about, he would then appoint a Place, where to 
fix his SanRuary, as you may read, Dezt. 12.10. &c. And 
accordingly his will was, that at ſome certain times of 
the year, ( viz+ at Eaſter, Pentecoſt, and the feaſt of Ta- 
bernacles ) all the Males of the people ſhould come up 
thither, to perform their religious ſervices unto him, as 
you may ſee, Deut. 16. 16. compared with the former 
paſſage. So carefully did the Divine Wiſdom proje& 
for the eſtabliſhment of a well-ordered Uniformity of 
Religious Worſhip in a ſettled State, to prevent diftra- 
ions, and to preſerve Unity among the people, 

Afcer this, for the ſpace of many hundred years, the 
Iſraclites ( notwithſtanding ) remained in ſomewhat an 


unſetled condition ; and the Tabernacle, with the Ark, 
B were 


i a. Cw. 


(2) 


were oftentimes removed ( as in a fate of migration ) 
trom place to place, until the times of King David. So 
long it pleaſed God to exerciſe his peoples faith, and to 
hold chem in an humble expeQation of his performance, 

But at lenzth, when the ſeaſon (which God had fore- 
dctermined within himſelt) was now at hand, it pleafed 
him to make known unto David, that Feruſalem in the 
Tribe of Fadab ſhould be the Ciry, and Mount S:5x the 
place, where his Ark ſhould reit, and where allo he 
would have a Temple builr unto his Name, as you may 
gather from choſe expreſſions of his, 1 Chron. 2%. 11,19. 
comparcd with Pſal. 76. 1, 2.& 78. 67, 68, With much 
gladneſs did King David liften to this Oracle of God ; 
and accordingly he had ic in his heart, to have performed 
the whole work himſelf in his own dajes : but beiny 
commanded of God to leave the building of the Tem- 
ple to his ſonne Solomon, that ſhould tucceed him, he 
contented himſelf as to that particular; only he-pro- 
vided for it ſome materials aforchand; and in the mean 
ſeaſon addreſſed himſelt to bring up the Ark of the 
Teſtimony from the houſe of Abinadab ( where it then 
was )Junto Jeruſalem, which from thenceforth b<came 
the ſolemn ſear, buti of Religion, and cf the Kingdonz, 
And here by the way we nay obſerve the Picty and Zeal 
of this good King, in that, together with the well ſec- 
ling of the Civil State, he took into his Princely con- 
{1deration the right ordering of affairs in reference to the 
Church and houſe of God. 

Accordingly, he calls unto him the choſen men of 
Tirael, and fo with one unanimous conſent they chear- 
fully ſet upon the work. And although their firſt at- 
tempt miſcarried, by reaſon of ſome failing in the man- 
ner, at which God was diſpleaſed : yet their ſecond en- 
deavours ( which were undertaken with better caution, 
and more regularity of Devotion ) obtained a better ſuc- 
celſe; for (as weread, 2 Sam. 6. 15, &c. They brought 


wp the Ark of the Lord with ſhowing, and with the ſound of the 


trumpet 


(3) 


trumpets and ſet it in bis place, in the milſt if tbe Tabernecic 
that David bad pitched for it. Their failing at the firſt time 
was, partly in that Vzzab, being but an ordinary 1 e- 
vite, prelumed to touch the body of the Ark, which 
God allowed not to any but «! e Priel!s : and pertly tor 
that ( in imitation of the Philiſtines ) they carried the 
Ark upon a Cart, whereas God had required that it 
ſhould not have been borne, buc upoa the {hou!ders of 
the Levices. T he error in both theſe was now at this {e- 
cond time reformed, and fo the work {ucceeded to con- 


tent. * So then, though the intentions of Men in med- * Sex 


ling with the things ot God be never (ſo right, yet the 1 C#r22. 
ſucceſs will not an{wer our defires, unleſs it be managed ) 5: 1» 2: 
by ſuch hands, as God hath called and conſecrated to A 


the work, | 

Well, now all is right, and on they go, as full of Joy 
as of Devotion : and to further them in both theſe, the 
King ( as ic is conceived by moſt Expoſitors ) had fur- 
niſhe them atorehand with this Pſalm, with a charge to 
fing it by the way, as the Ark of God was thus carrying 
up unto Feruſalem 3 and for this cauſe partly, and partly 
alſo ( it may be) tor that ict was to be ſung with an 
elevated voice, it was called a Pſalm of Aſcenſions or 
Degrees. 

An excellent Pſalm indeed, and very appofite unto 
the occaſion, whereupon ic was compoled. Ic is of a 
mixt kinde, as containing in it expreſſions of ſeveral 
ſorts : for it begins with Joy and Exaltation ; it goes on 
with Praiſe and Commendation ; and then concludeex, 
partly with Extorcation to the People, and partly with 
Proteſtation for his own particular. 

The Exhortation takes up the two firſt verſes where« 
in this good Prince profeſſeth his joy for the gratious 
temper of his people, expreſſed in their chearfull for- 
wardneſs, tofrequent the place of Gods publick wor- 
thip, and their refolution to be conſtant in their holy 
performances of that kinde. 1 was elad { faith he when 

B 2 they 


21, 13, 
erſes, 


; 
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(4, 
they ſaid unto me, let us go into the houſe of the Lord : our feet 
ſhall ſtand within thy gates, O Feruſalem. See here, how 
much a zzalous and well ordered people in the matters 
of Gods worſhip do contribute to the comfort of their 
Prince: and how apt a good Prince is to rejoyce in their 
well-doing, eſp?cially of that kinde, 


The commendation follows in the three next verſes, 


and ſecs forth the praiſes of /eruſalem in a threefold re- 
ference, that is to ſay, Firſt, to the unanimity and (ſweet 
agreement of the inhabitants among themſelves, Teruſa« 
lem( faith he ) # built as aCity that is compac} together, 
verſ. 3. Secondly, to their devout and holy deportmene 
towards God, Thither ( faith he) the Tribes go up, the 
T ribes of the Lord, unto the Teſtimony of Iſrael, to give thanks 
unto the Name of the Lord, verſ. 4+ Thirdly, to their care 
of Juſtice in the equal diſtribution of rewards, Fr there 
C faith he ) are ſet Thrones of judgement, the Thrones of the 
bouſe of David, verſ. 5. Lo here, the three great Orna- 
ments, and indeed the ſtrong ſupports of a Kingdom, 
or Commonwealth, Love, Religion and Juſtice, 

The exhortation, which he annexeth to both the 
former, is briefly ſum'd up in the two next verſes, where- 
in he adviſeth them (every one in his place) to follicite 
the Throne of Grace for the confirmation of this their 
{weet accord and proſperous condition, without being 
interrupted by any, either hoſtile oppoſition from with- 
out, or unbrotherly difſention from within, The firſt, 
in theſe words, Pray for the Peace of Feruſalem ; they (ball 
{ or as ſome read, let-them )) proſper that love thee, verſ. 6. 
The ſecond, in the next words, wherein he adviſeth 
them to pray again, and ſay, Peace be within thy walls, and 
Proſperity within thy Palaces, verſ, 7, whence we may ob- 
ſerve, that the favours which God indulgeth to a Charch 
or State, are rendred the more comfortable and laſting 
by the blefling of Peace fuperadded to them ; and that 
therefore in the mid(t of all our enjoyments, we muſt 
beg that bleſſing at Gods hand, yea and call in others 

tO 
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to concurre and joyn with us in their Devotions for 
that end, 

In the laſt place, the Proteſtation, which King David 
maketh for himſelf, and wherewith he concludeth the 
whole Palm, is fairly laid down in the two laſt verſes, 
wherein he ſeriouſly declares his own hearty intentions 
to praiſe what he did adviſe, and to do in his own per- 
ſon what he would gladly ſhould be done of others al- 
ſo. The inference is, as if he had thus ſaid unto the »» 
people then about bim, You may perceive by what 1 »» 
have already ſpoken, how greatly your forward zeal ,» 
towards the houſe of God hath affe&ed me to joy : and », 
I have Iaboured ( as 1 could) to blow up that zeal of ,, 
yours in a greater flame, partly by minding you of the ,, 
manifold bleſſings of God upon this place ; and partly »» 
by exhorting you ( as much as in you lies ) to promote z5 
the peace and welfare of it; that ſo, not only you for .» 
your own particulars, but your Poſterity alſo afcer you, 5 
may live happily under the continuance of theſe mer- » 
cies, and in your ſeveral ſucceſſive generations all along zz 
enjoy this liberty of coming into Gods Courts, and par- z 
taking in his holy Ordinances. This 1 have urged: and ,, 
yet, | would not herein be mi{-underſtood, as if, while » 
| call upon you for this performance, 1 my ſelf would ,, 
be exempted ; or as if (in all this) I had no further », 
aym, than only the ſecuring of my own affairs: No fure- ,» 
Iy, but 1 will joyn with you in this good work, and »» 
bring on the beſt of my endeavours for it : and that allo, s, 
upon faer other and better motives, than my own Pers », 
ſonal or Domeftical concernments. I can with truth », 
enough ſay unto Feruſal:m her ſelf, for whom | plead », 
before you, For my Brethren and Companions ſake, I will ,, 
now ſay, Peace be within thee : becauſe of the Houſe of tbe Lord zz 
our God, I will ſetk thy Good, This 1 conceive to be the ,, 
inference of theſe words upon the former: and from 
hence we may conclude the ſweet temper and candid 
diſpoſition of this godly Prince, in that, while tie 
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commended {o pious a duty to the obſervance of his 
people, he was no lefſe forward to lead them to it by 
his own example. 

And thus having brought you home to the words of 
my Text, let us now ſtay a while, and take a view of 
them as they lye; They are clegantly brought in by the 
way of Apoitrophe, wherein this good King, though 
inthe hearing of the people, doth yet for the while look 
off fromythem, and turn his ſpeech unto Feruſalem, prc= 
feſſing his hearty zeal for the promoting of her weltare, 
together with the motives inducing him thereunto. 
« They arein eff.&, as ifin other words he had thus 
< aid, Thy inhabitants, O Feruſalem, and the reft of 
« thy free Deniſons, whoſe weal dependeth upon thy 
'< ſatety, are of my near and dear Relation. I look up- 
&« on them, firſt as my Brethren, not in the fleſh only, but 
* in the faith ; and then, as my Companions, not meerly 
< in the participation of the ſame outward bleſſings, but 
* inthe profeſiion and praftife of the ſame holy Wor- 
* ſhip: and therefore, even for their ſakes, as much as 
**© for my own, | will now ſay, Peace be within thee. Not 
© only,Peace from wichout, - bleſſed immunity from 
<« the violence of toreign Power 3 ( though that alſy I 
© with ) but Peace alſa within by a ſweet accord and 
© loving agreement of thy Children among themſelves, 
& Nay further yer, thou art (O Salem) the ſeat of Reli- 
* mjon, the place where God hath ſet his holy Taberna- 
«© cle, and the Ark of his preſenc?, where alſo he gives 
&« forth his holy Oracles, and requireth our Service, and 
© communicateth his Blcſſings unto us his people in a 
© more ſpecial manner : and cherefore, even in this re- 
& pard, Becauſe of the houſe of the Lord our God, [ will ( yet 
* much more) ſeck thy Good Seek it (I {ay) not by my 
5 Prayers only, but by my endeayours too 3 not only 
& my tongue, but my heart, yea my hand and all, ſhall 
© contribure what they can roward thy pretervation and 
© wellfarc,” This is ( as 1 conceive alſo ) the true 
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ſtrain of theſe words being indeed no other than a holy 
mixtare of re{gJution and reaſon, while he fayes, For my 
Brethren and Companions ſakes, I gill now ſoy, Peace be with- 
in thee, becauſe of tbe bouſe of the Ltrd our God, I will ſeek 
thy Geod. 

Words worthy to be wriiten in L-tters of Gold, and 
to be treaſured up in our deareſt remembrance, that ſo 
they may ferve unto us as a pattern, whereby to regulate 
and ſquate our praftice : which alſo that we may the 
better do, let us ſee the. particular egpreſſions, as they 
are here couched in the Apoſtrophe of King David to his 
Zexuſalem. Firſt, he tells her what he will ſay, and what 
he is reſolved to do in her behalf : What he will fay, 1 
will fay now, Peace he within thee : what he will do, 1 wil 
ſeek thy good. Her peace and wellfare is the main of his 
incendment; and for the compaſiing of thar, he will 
bring on all his endeavour : he will not only wiſh wel}, 
but do well to his power : he will begin at the heacrt,but 
not reſt there : all chat he is, and all that he hath, ſhall 
be employed abonr it. Secondly, he acquaints her with 
the grounds and motives, whereupon he took this reſo» 
lation to himſelf, and they are ſpecially two; the one 
niore civil, an Argument taken from Humanity, For my 
Brethren and Companion? ſake 3 the other more ſacred, an 
Argument drawn from Religion and Piety, Becauſe of the 
bouſe of the Lord our God. Thefe were (_ as indeed they 
ought ) among the chietelt motives, which quickned 
him up to this performance, that is to ſay, a tender re- 
gardto the good of his Brethren, with whom he was in 
communion 3 and a hearty well-wiſhing to the thriving 
of Religion, and the ſervice of God, in that place where 
he had his being. 

By this time | hope you ſee in ſome meaſure, the dritt 
ard meaning of theſe words : I ſhall now proczed to 
make ſome Obſervations from the whole; and indeed 
(as you may perceive) the Text is very fruitful] in that 
kind; all which, if prefſed, would fealunably conduce 
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(8) 
to our inftrution. But becauſe the time, and the buſi- 
neſſe which is to follow, will not permit me to inliſt up- 
on many, | ſhall only (for this preſent) taſten upon one, 
which you may take(if you pleaſ:) in theſe words, Thar, 
I is both the duty and property of a Godly man, to bs affe(tice 
nately z:alows for the peace and wellfare, as of the Church in 
general, ſo of that Charch in ſpecial, to which (in a more int 
mediate manner ) be doth relate, A point of needfull con- 
{ideration at all times, bur eſpecially now ; and accord- 
ingly I (hall give you, firſt the proot of it, as by plain 


| teſtimony from the Scripture, ſo by many very pregnaae 


reaſons from the Bowels of my Text; and then after a 
{hors Application of the whole, commend both you and 
all chat hath been or ſhall be ſpoken by me, to the good 
bleſſing of God. And the Lord for Chriſts ſake fo en- 
able me to ſpeak, and you to hear, that in the mutual 
diſcharge of our ſeveral duties, his Name may be gloriti- 
ed, his Church comforted, and our poor Souls edified, 

Ficlt then, I ſay this is a good mans duty, ſuch a duty 
as I confeſſe we owe ( in ſome fort ) tothe whole com- 
munity of Mankind, for even they alſo(though in ſome- 
what a larger ſence) are our Brethren and Companions; 
and it is likewiſe polible ( if God will ) that they may 
be brought within the compaſſe of Gods houſe, and 
therefore we may not altogether exclude them, either 
from our well-wiſhing, or well-doing in their behalf, 
as occaſion ſhall preſent. The very Law of Humanity 
doth oblige us to the contrary 3 But then, in a more 
ſpecial manner, we owe all this to the Society of the 
Saints, as thoſe with whom we are more nearly linked, 
and to whom we ſtand in a more intimate and dear Re. 
lation. As therefore the bond of Nature prompts us 
to do good unto all, ſo the bond of Grace calls upon us 
to do our beſt for theſe, in a more (ingular regard, 

This ſurely was the Judgement of St, Payl, as you 
may ſee Gal. 6. 10+ As we have opportunity ( faith he) ler 


us do good unto all, but ſpecially to them who are of the Houſhold 
| of 
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ef Faith, To the ſame purpoſe he ſpeaketh, 1 Cor. 12. 
25, 26, 27. where making a compariſon between the 
natural body of a man,and the myſtical body of Chriſt, 
he tells us, chat as in the one, ſo in the other, there 
ought to be a reciprocal care of the Members among them- 
ſelves, fo that if one Member ſuffer, all the reſt muſt ſuffer 
with it, and if on? Member be bad in honour, all the reſt muſt 
rejoyce with it, And leaſt any one ſhould think the A- 
| poſtle would adviſe what himſelf would not praGice,fee 

again in 2 Cor. 11,28, 29. Where he profeſſeth, thas he 
was daily taken up with the care of all Churctes : Yea, fo 
taken up, that he is bold to ask the Queſtion, who i« weak 
C faith he )) and I am not weak,? who is offended, and Thurn 
not? fo then, you fee how even the deareſt and choiceſt 
of our affetions muſt run out towards the Church in 
genera], and to all the Members thereof, how diſtant 
ſoever from us in reſpe of place and habitation, 

| Now as for the particular Church, to which in a more 
immediate manner we do relate, we are all ous as mach 
indebred thereunto, as to the former: And accordingly, 
the very fingularity of our love and care, of our defire 
and endeavour, toward the procuring of her good, muſt 
in like ſort, ſhew it ſelf, to the utmoſt of our power. 

I ſhall not inſiſt here, upon that tendernefle of love 
which we owe unto our Parochial and Congregational 
Churches, call them how you will : but cather ( as my 
Text leades me ) refle& at preſent upon that love which 
is due from us to our Church National, whereof thoſe 
leffer Societies are but as ſo many Leaves and Branches. 
© The Heathen Orator ſpoke home, and to the purpoſe 
In one reſpe&, when he ſaid, Omnes omnium Charitates una 
Patria complefiitur. His meaning was, that all the ſweet 
motives, and the dzare{t incentives to love, whether of 
Parents to theirChildren,oft Children to their Parents,of 
married parties to their Mates, or of one familiar friend 
towards another, were fairly couched under this on? 


Name, our Native Country. And if he were right in 
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ſo ſaying, how much more may I fay the like of ſuch a 
Countrey, Where the ſaving Truths of Gol are receiy- 
ed, where the faith and Religion of Jeſus Chriſt is pro- 
feſſed and maratained, and where God ( in that reſpe& ) 
vouchſafes to own the whole Body of the Nation, as 
belonging to the Lot of his inheritance ? Surely, which 
way foever we look, whether backward, to the time 
paſt ; or forward, to the time tp come 3 or elſe take a 
view of it in the preſent : we ſhall meet with many very 
ſtrong and deep engagements to endear it in our love. 

Firit/we (hall look backward, fince the time that God 
was pleaſed to dignifie this our native Countrey with 
the ticle of a Church, we ſhall finde ic to have been the 
ſeat of our famous Progenitors, the Place wherein they 
dwelt and took delight, and wtierein alſo ( during their 
continuance here ) they contrived and accompliſhed ma- 
ny things, the benefit whereof is now tranſmitted unto 
us. They built thoſe houſes, wherein we dwgll 3 manu- 
red thoſe fields, which we poſleſſe; planted thoſe Or- 
chards and Gardens, whoſe delicacies, and walks, and 
many other ſweet conveniences, we now enjoy. Here it 
was that they firſt united into ſ>cietier, and laid the 
foundation of wholſome Laws. Here ie was, that they 
fickt received andembraced the Divine Oracles, and were 
thereupon admitted ( both for themſelves and us) into a 
ſacred Covenant and League with God. Oh, the mani- 
fold and ſweet bleſſings, that God by their hands hath 
conveyed unto us, even here, in this our native Coun- 
try! And ſhall we not love the Place, and be ſollicicous 
for the preſervation of thoſe excellent bleſſings, eſpeci- 
ally ſpiritual, which our Pcogenicors held ſo dear, and 


which with ſo much care, and coſt, and hazard to them-' 


ſelves they purchaſed for us, and have now bequeathed 
them to our enjoyment; as the defired fruit of all their 

prayers, ſtudizs, and endeavours ? 
Secondly, if we look forward, with an eye to them 
that ſhill (ſucceed us, do we not all hope, that this our 
Country, 
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Countrey, with all the comforts and commodities 
thereof, ſhall remain to our poſterity , when we are 
gone? Nay, do we not deſire, that all the happineſs 


(both temporal, and ſpiritual) which either our Prayers 


can obtain, or our endeavours can procure , may be 
treaſured and laid up herefas in a common Store- houſe) 
for them, whoſe perſons we love as our own Souls, and 
in whoſe continued generations we expe to live (in 
ſome fort) when we aredead? Out of all doubt we 
do. And if ſo, then how can we better conſule for 
their weal, than by ftudying the welfare of the Church 
and State, wherein all thoſe deſirable Things are to be 
had, and from whence alone we can conceive (in the 
Ordinary way of the Divine Providence) they can be 
tranſmitted eo our Defcendents ? 

Thirdly, if we take a view of this our Countrey, and 
of the Church of God therein, as to the preſent time; 
I beſeech youz. which way can we curn our eyer, but we 
ſhall ill meer with freſh inducements to more love ? 

Let us view it firſt in relation to our Contempora- 
ries, our Brethren and Companions (as my Text ftilcth 
them) who do jointly live here , and ſweetly converſe 
with us, in the ſame neernefſs, both of habitation, and 
poſſeſſion : and then , Oh the ftrong Cords of love, 
which (if we be not altogether unnatural | muſt ne:ds 
take hold of us, while we are under the kindly thoughts 
of them! Let us fit down, and conlider, What Ar- 
guments can we deviſe, whereby our love may be drawn 
out towards any, but we hall find them all here? Here 
is an Argument, firſt from common humanity ; ſecond- 
ly from ſocial converſe and familiarity ; thirdly from 
neerneſs of alliance or ?ffinity; fourthly from a bond 
yet neeref than that, the bond of conſanguinity ; and 
laſtly, from that which tranſcendeth all theſe, Religious 
Fraternity. Now,if all theſe be not Arguments for love, 
then ſurely King David was very wide, whenhe prot-®ed 
as in wy Text, For my Bretbren and Companions ſakes, I will 
new ſay, Peace be within thee ! C 2 Les 
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Let us look upon is in the next place , with reference 
to our (elves; and till the more we look, the more we 
ſhall be convinc'd, as to this particular. Our Native 
Countrey (ſo Churched as we ſee, and bleſs God for it) 
is the Place, where we drew in our firſt breath. Her 
womb is was that bare us , her breaſts that ſuckled us, 
her Law's that civiliz'd us, her Religion that enabled us 
to become the Sons and Daughters of Almighty Gog, 
By her Miniſtry it was, that we were firſt inoculated in- 
to the heavenly Vine. It was here, that the light of 
the glorious Goſpel did firlt (hine upon us; that we 
firſt heard the pleaſant voice of Chriſt ; that the Spiric 
of Chrilt did ticſt breath upon our Souls ; chat we firſt 
learned how to believe, repent;and amend our lives 3 and 
have all along enjoyed ſo many multiplyed, and ſweet- 
ſaving mercies, unto this day. In a word, whatſoever we 
are, or have, in order (1 ſay not onely to our temporal 
welfare, but.) to our eternal happineſs, we owe it all to 
the rich bexuty of God, as conveying and handing the 
{fame unto us by her means. And now, in confideration 
of all this , 1 leave you to conclude what grateful re- 
turns of filial Piety we owe to fo indulgent a Mother, 
Thus then, you PA it is no leſs than Duty. 

[ {aid alſo in the next place, that it is the property of 
a godly man ſo to do: And this likewile 1 ſhall evi- 
dence by inftancing in the praﬀite of thoſe famous 
Worthies , that are gone before us in this kind, The 
time will not ſuffer me to infiſt upon very many, and 
therefore I ſhall onely touch upon a few. 

And hzre, in the firft place, I ſhall commend unto 
you the behaviour of thoſe devout Jews under the Cap- 
tivity of Babylon, who ſeeing the deſolations of Sion, 
and the great interruption of Gods ſervice there (du-+ 
ring that time of their diſtreſs) were thereat ſo diſconſo- 
Jaied in their hearts, that negleQing all the comforts 
which the place did (otherwiſe) afford them, they 
waolly abandoned themſelves to ſorrow, as you may ſee 
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it very largely fet forth in the 137th Palm. There were 
in Babylon many pleaſant Rivers, upon the ſweet and 
fiowry banks whereof they had che liberty to fit down, 
and recreate themſelves ; they had alſo their harps and 
other inſtruments of mutick, with which they were ſuf- 
ficiently sKilled to make themſelyes merry, if they had 
liked ſo to do : bur, alas ! no micth would down with 
them, ſo long as their Sion was in diſtreſs, See how 
they vent their ſorrows in the two firſt verſes of that 
Pſalm, By the Rivers of Babylon ( fay they ) there we ſate 
down ; yea, we wept, when we remembred Sion : we hang'd our 
barpes upon the willew trees in the midſt thereof. And, not- 
withftanding they were urged by the Baby!onians, to 
tune their voyces to their harps, and to ling them one of 
the ſongs of Sion; yet they reſuſed, ſaying, How (bal! we 
ſing the Lords Song in a ſtrange Land ? Nay, further yer, that 
you may fee the tenderneſs of theic affeftion to heir 
native Country, obſerve how inthe next words they 
break out and ſay (every one for himſelt Y If 1 forget thee, 
O Feruſalemglet my right band forget ber cunning : if I do not 
remember thee, let my tonguz cleave unto the roofe of my mouth, 
if I prefer not Feruſalem above my chi: feſt joy. 

My n«xt initance ſhall be in the exemplary praRiſe of 
that worthy Nehemiah, when the releaſe from that cap- 
tivicy, though in ſome ſort granted, was yet very much 
impeded by the adverſaries of God, and of his Church. 
The ſtory will cell you, how during that time, he beha- 
ved himſelf 3 as namely how ſollicitoug he was for the 
welfare of his Country, and how much he was ſadded at 
the report of her calamity, as then it ſtood; even {ov ſadded, 
that the King Artaxerxes took notice of it, and detnan- 
ded the r:aſvn why bis countenance was o ſad, ſeeing be was 
not ſick? O King ( ſaid the good man ) live for ever ! why 

ould not my ceuntenance be ſad, when the City, the Place of my 
Fathers Sepulchres, lyeth waſte, and the gates thereof are con- 
(umed with fire 2 why Nebemiah for his part was wcl! e- 
nough at eaſe 3 he had favour, and pleaſure, and honour 3 
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and power enough,to {weeten and (ecure his own affaires; 


and being the Kings Cup bearer, he could not want the 
choiceſt wines,or other liquors, whecewith to make his 
hearc glad. True, but yet all this could not keep either 
his countenance from being clouded, or his heart from 
being over-preſſed with care and forrow, while ( in the 
mean time ) the city of his Fathers Sepulchres was laid 
waſte, and the Gates thereof were conſumed with fire. 
 p- nrvm was ſo pretious in his efteem, and he ſo zea- 
ouſly devoted to her welfare, thay nothing ſeemed ſweet 
to him, while her calamities were ſo bitter. Yea, and 
you ſhall find afterwards jn the remainder of that ftory, 
that he gave not over here, but went on ſtill folliciting 
the King in her behalf,till he had obtained from him,noc 
only a free licence, but a large ſupply,for the building up 
of her walls, and the ſetling of her peace, which alſo he 
proſecuted and furthered to the utmoſt of his power, 

{ could inſtance in many others beſides theſe two, as 
indeed the Scripture doth abound in fuch examples, and 
ſo likewiſe dotÞthe after ſtories of the Church : but the 
time bids me haſten, Only by the way, let me rememt ec 
you of the pious and charitable diſpoſition of two or 
three more, towards the peace and weltare of Gods houſe. 
As , firſt of Ambroſe , who perceiving the fire of con- 
tentions to be kindled in the Churches in his time , 
wiſhed, that ( if the Lord would) it might be quenched, 
though with his blood, Secondly of Nazianzene,. who 
(upon the like occaſion) declared himſelf contented to be 
caſt ( Fonas-like ) into the Sea, ſo a publick calm mighs 
follow on it. Thirdly of a late godly Biſhop of our own 
who ( when his ſoul fate hankering on bis lips ) war 
heard to ſay, Modo me moriente floreat Eccleſea: O yet, though 
I dye,may the Church live and gp ! 

Fair inſtances,all theſe ; and tuch, as do fully come up 
to the pattern in my text,as if ezch of them had ſaid, For 
my brethren and companions ſake, I will now ſay, peace be within 
the : becauſe of the bouſe of the Lord our God, I will ſeek hy 
Good: n 
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And now, Brethren, that I may conclude this exerciſe 
with a few words of exhortation, 1 beſeech you let it nos 
ſeem tedious, it Iendeavour ( as | may ) to ſtir up your 
pure minds to a like gratious pratiſe. And becauſe the 
contrariety of opinions doth ſeem at this time to be the 
moſt apparent obſtacle to the Churches peace, let me have 
your good leave to beſeech you in the words of the Apo- 
file, Phil. 2: 1, 2,3, 4-verſes. Jf there be any conſolation in 
Chrift, if any comfort of Love, if any fellowſhip of tbe Spirit,if 
any bowels and mercies ; fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like minded, 
baving the ſame love, being of one accord,of one mind ! Let no» 
tbing be done 1brough flrife,or vain glory; but in lowlineſs of mind 
let each eſteem other better than themſelves. Look not every man 
to bis own things, but every man alſo on the things of others. The 
things of others, not to difturb them, but to ſettle them 
in Peace. 

Surely,our failing in this hath coſt usdear ; and now 
wiſdome would, as well as piety, that we ſhould apply 
our ſelves to better courſer. Remember, Brethreng, whag 
you have (cen and felt under the late helliſh broiles ; as 
alſo, what was the firſt in»let to theſe horrid confuſions, 
which had well.nigh over- whelmed both Church and 
State. Wag it not our vain jangling about modes and 
foms,modes of Diſcipline,and forms of worſhip ? was it 
not even this,that engaged, firſt our minds to diſcontenr, 
then our tongues to clamour, then our pens to inveRive 
diſcourſes, and at laſt our hands ( borreſco referens ) to the 
barbarous and cruel ſhedding of innocent, loyal, yea and 
royal blood 2 Have we not found, how by theſe ( as it 
were ſo many Reps and ſtaires ) that cunning Artifex of 
miſchief, I mean the Divel, attended with his numerous 
crew of politick Atheiſts, and croaking Localts, have 
mounted themſelves into the chair of Peftilence? Did nog 
ehis give the firſt advantage to the enemies of God and 
our Religion, to introduce thoſe ſtrange Errors, wicked 
Herefies,and prodigious Blaſphemies, which have of late 
times ſo {warmed and ſwayed among us ? And (hall we 

yet 
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yet be ſu unwiſe, as to foſter and foment the cauſe of ſo 
great miſchief? Ah my Brethren, ig ih not enough 
(indeed too much ) that through rage and violence 
of impetuous hands (facilitated and ſtrengthened by 
thiszmcans) we have feen our Houſes rifled, our good 
Laws vivlated , our Holy Things prophaned , our An- 


tient Men {lighted, our Perſons abuſed, our Young Men 


killed, and our Dear Friends butchered before our fa- 
ces , While in the mean ſcafon their poor Wives and 
harmleſs Children have been forced (through very fear 
of this cruelty) to hide themſelves in ſolitary places , 
and as Perſons undone and utterly deſpoiled of all their 
hopes and comforts in this world, to fit wringing their 
hands, and weeping one upon another, even to the 
breaking of their hearts, and the fighing out of their 
afflifted Souls from their weakned Bodies? I fay, isirt 
not enough , that we have ſeen and experimented all 
this,but that we will yer be fo paſſionately inconliderate, 
as to throw up again the ſame Ball of contention , and 
ſo- make way for the a&ting of another Tragedie ? 
What, hath God ſo compaſlionated our caſe, as to bring 
thoſe overtlowing waters once more within their Banks, 
and ſhall we yet again adventure to pull up the Sluces , 
and let in thoſe fatal ſtreams tothe drowning of us a!l? 
Now, | beſeech you Brethrengeven by that awful reve- 
rence u hich ycu ove to God your Father, whole loving 
kindneſs is better than life; by thoſe dear bonds, 
wherein you fland obliged to the Lord Jefus your Me- 
diator, who fo frecly ſhed his blood for your Redemp- 
tion; by that filial regard, which you ſay (and be- 
lieve) you bear toward the Church your Mother, whoſe 
ruines , cannot bue follow upon your Diviſions z 
by that pretious Word and Truth of God, which is the 
great and onely Charter by which you hold 3 by the 
Graces of that one bl<fled Spirit, whereby you are 
quickned to a new, ſpiritual, and heavenly Life ; and 


lafly, by all thoſe other winning Arguments which 1 


before alledged from Humanity, Amity, Afﬀinity, Con- 
languinitv. 
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fanguinity, and Chriſtianity 3 that you would heartily 
inclineto Peace and Love, and ſo fiudy the compohing 
of your minds, and the tempring of your will:, together 
with your aff:Rions, paiſions, and expreſſions , that 
though your heads may (in ſome things of lefſer mo» 
ment.) have different notions , yet your hearts may be 
one 3 and that you may ſay, and fay truly, both of and 
to our Engl {h Sion, as it is herein my Text, For our 
Brethren and Companions ſches we will now ſoy, Peace be with- 
in thee : becauje of th Houſe of the Lord our God , we wil 
ſeek thy Good, Andto this end, among many other va- 
luable conſiderations, which your own wildoms can re- 
flet upon, 1 do earneltly beg your praftical aſſent unto 
theſe few Particulars, whereof ſome refer to Almighty 
God, ſome ty your ſelves, and ſome to your Brethren, 

In r: ference to Almighty God, I beg of you , that in 
the ficlt place you would humble your ſelves under his 
hand, and Iye low at his foot-ftocl, under the conlide- 
ration of your miſcarriages heretofore, in what kinde 
ſoever, and particularly of your failings this way among 
the reſt. Secondly , that you would earneſtly implore 
the Divine mercy, for his gracious pardon of all that his 
Pare eyes have eſpied to be amiſs in you to this very day, 
whether habitual deordinations , or aRual deviations , 
in every reſpet, Thirdly, that you would petition 
him, out of his abundant goodneſs, to beſtow upon 
you the Spirit of Wiſdom, Humility, and Love. Of 
Wiſdom, that you may diſcern rightly between things 
that differ , and lay no more ſtreſs upon the Conſcience 
than Himſelf hath impoſed. Of Humility , that you 
may, not onely know, but alſo keep within the bounds 
of your own ſtation ; and ſo, meekly and quietly ſub- 
mit your ſelves, where you owe obedience, agreeable to 
his Command, Ot Love, that in all your demeanours 
you may be ever fludious to obſerve that Golden Rule 
- of the Apoſtle, wherein he calls upon us, to preſerve 


the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace » Ephel. 4- 3: 
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And this again, the rather , b:cate (3 St, Augrnline 
plainly tells us) Non batent Dei charitatem, qui non dilt= 
gunt Ecclefie unitetem : They have not the Love of God, 
who do nor love the Unity of the Church. 

In reference to your ſelves, my hearty defire is , that 
you would praftife your own Prayers, and bring on the 
beſt and choiceſt of your endeavours by a!] good means 
ro compaſs that which you have prayed for, And, as 
rending hereunto , give me leave to prefent you with 
theſe enſuing Requeſie. 

My firſt Requett is, that you would diflinguith be- 
tween Theological Vericies, and Provlematical Que- 
ries: in whick Jatter (you know, many Jearned and 


godly men have and may have appreheniions contrary 


to our Conceptions. And here , our Dirty is , not to 
bs too confident and forward in our own D-t-rmina« 
tions We mult remember, we ar2 but men, and th:re- 
fore not infallible, but fubje&t (nor ſeldom) to miſtakes. 
And upon this ground, it will become us (as ſober 
Chriftians) to be rather humbly mo {eſt , than peren;p- 
torily cenf -rious. 

My iecond Requeſt is, that you would put a diftcrence 
between the eſſentials of Religion , and the outward 
circumftantizl ad;miniftration of It: chat is, between 
things of abſolute neccſhty, as preſcribed of God; and 
mattezs of indiſicrence, wherein or lawful Superiours 
have a ju!t power to interpoſe , for orders ſake. And 
here we m1'! remember, that in the'c latter ſeeing God 
hath not laid either his Command or Protibition) the 
ntericur 1s bound to fubmic him(.f £o his Superiour, 
Ic is ſo in te Family, and in the Common-yealth : 
And why uot Iik-wiſe in the Church ? 

My uid Requett is,that you wou!d not believe, thar, 
by the intervening Command of your Superiours about 
Things indfrerent, you are any way abridged of your 
Chriitizan Liberty, Your Liderty is the ſame ſtill, 28 to 
che thinzs imply in it ſelf confidered; and fo you are 
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be fti!l (as it yas berore) in irs own nature indifi.rert 
y«t the vievt it (tor the time) becomes necetfary to us 
ty veriie cf 2 eightr Command of God, which. 
doth etijoin us (8 luca cairs) to viel obcdience to out 
I twin] Superivurs, 

My four tl teque. is, that you would take heed, how 
uncir ttc lappoted notion of Religion, you flip Cee 
VOu be well aware of 'C) into tte PuULllt ot Super ftit1 01, 
There is {you know) a two fold Sapyriticion, the one 
:firmative, the other negative, Afirmative, when © 
man conceives im ielt ob 1ged to this or ther, as a thing 
intrin{ccally holy, which. yet in ics own nature is but 2' + 
bitrary. Negative, when a man {+ judgeth of ehings 
arb trary, a8 It (in the very nature of th:m) they were 
wicked and ungodly. And truely (tor my part) | can» 
nat fay, which of thete wo is the greater Supertiition, 
Onely, this 1 know, that in the f:cond Commandinear, 
where God forbids the worthipoing, of Images , thre 
alſo he torbids the worſhippin- of Imaginations. And 
toſay truth, what cle are theſe [Imaginations, than in- 
ternal or mental Images , which the 'ancy of man con-+ 
triveth and carveth within it ſelf, ane fo lets them uo as 
the 05je&, or (at leatt) the Rule of Aforation? 

My hitch R:quett is, that you would not hold your 
ſelves bound to maintain for ev:r what you have once 
faid or done upon a miltaken ground : or that ic will 
be any diſparagernent to your perſonal reput , it now 
(upon a true conviction ) you recede from taoſe pra- 
Aifcs, which tormerly you both allowed in your (elves, 
and pritied upon others, I ear, this hath been to mony 
(1 42 not, | dare not fy, it hatit been /o to you) 4 great 
obitruR!' n 10 Invenuity. Bat, iny Brethren, le: 
not deceive VUur ilelves; for certainly , whit ever F22n 
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(18) 
And this again, the rather , becauſe (18 St. &ugrfline 
plainly tells us) Non babent Dei charitatem, qui non dili= 
gunt Eccleſie unitetem : They have not the Love-of God, 
who do nor love the Unity of the Church. 

In reference to your ſelves, my hearty deſire is , that 
you would praiſe your own Prayers, and bring on tie 
beſt and choiceſt of your endeavours by all good means 
ro compaſs that which you have prayed tor. And, as 
tending hereunto , give me leave to prefent you with 
theſe enſuing Requeſte. 

My firſt Requett is, that you would diſtinguiſh be- 
tween Theological Vericies, and Problematical Que- - 
ries: in which latter (you know, many Jearned and 


godly men have and may have appreheniions contrary 


to our Conceptions. And here , our Duty is, not to 
bs too confident and forward in our own D-terminas« 
tions. We muſt remember, we are but men, and thzre- 
fore not infallible, bur fubje&t (nor ſeldom) to miſtakes. 
And upon this ground, it will become us (as ſober 
Chriſtians) to be rather humbly wo leſt , than peren;p- 
torily cen{orious. 

My fecond Requeſt is, that you would put a difference 
between the eſſentials of Religion , and the outward 
circumſtantial adiminiftration of It: that is, between 
things of abſulute neceſſicy, as preſcribed of God; and 
matters of indiftcrence, wherein otr lawful Superiours 
have a juſt power to interpoſe , for ordersſake. And 
here we mu/! remember, that in the'c latter /feeing God 
hath not laid either his Command or Prohibition) the 
Interiour is b-und to fubmir himfclf £o his Superfour. 
Te is ſo in tieFamily, and in the Common-yealth : 
And why not lik-wiſe in the Church ? 

My uird Requett is,that you would not believe, that, 
by the intervening Command of your Superiours about 
Things indifierent , you are any way abridged of your 
Chriitian Liberty, Your Liderty is the ſame ſtill, 28to 
the thing limply in it ſelf conhidered;. and fo you are 

taughts 


(19) 
taught: onely your conformity to the Command of 
your Superiours is for the time (while the Command 


remaineth in force) of neceſſary obſtrvance : I ay of 


recefſary obſervance ; for though the thing commanded 
be (ti!l (as ir was beiore) in irs own nature in diffrent 
yet the uie of it (tor the time) becomes necelſary tous 
by veriue cf that bighr Command of God, which. 
doth etijoin us (in luch calcs) to vield obcdience to our 
Iiwinl Superivurs, 

My fourth Regue! is, that you would take heed, how 
nncer 130 luppoled nution of Religion, you flip (ere 
vou be well aware of ic) into the guilt of Superſtitions 
There is (you know) a two fold Superiticion, the one 
afirmative, the other negative, Afﬀirmative, when a 
man conceives 11imlelt ob 1ged to this or ther, as a thing 
intrinfccally holy, which: yet in ics own nature is bu: 2 » 
bicrary. Negative, when a man {© judgeth of things 
arbitiary, asit (in the very nature of th:m) they were 
wicked and ungodly. And truely (for my part) | can» 
ot fay, which of theſe two is the greater Superttition. 
Onely, this l know, that in the (:cond Commandinenr, 
where God forbids the worſhipping of Images , there 
alſo he torvids che worſhippin» of Imaginations. And 
to lay truth, what elle are theſe Imaginations, than in- 
ternal or mental Images , which che {ancy of man con- 
triveth and carveth within it (elf, and fo lets them uo ag 
the objeR, or (at leaft) the Rule of Adoration? 

My fitth Requett is, that you would not hold your 
ſelves bound to maintain for ev:r what you have once 
ſaid or done upon a miltaken ground : or that ic will 
Fe any diſparagement to your perſonal reput-, if now 
(upon a true convittion ) you recede from thoſe pra- 
Riſes, which tormerly you both allowed in your ſelves, 
and pritied upon other?, I fear, this hath been to mony 
(1 4& nor, 1 dare nor [:y, it hath been fo to you) a great 
obitcuR: ;n to inzvenuity, But, my Brethren, let us 
not deceive vur leives; for certzinly , what ever mn 
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way think, we cannot (in this caſe) better conſult, el- 
ther for our acceptance with God , or our credit with 
good men, than by profeſling our (elves to be overcome 
of Truth. Indee:, this is not ſo much asa foil, as an 
honour ; for, in being thus conquered , we our ſelves 
obtain a noble Vitory, Let us refle&t here upon that 
famous Worthy, the great S'. Auguſtine, who purchaſed 
to himfelfno lefs venerable efteem in the Church of God 
by his Book of Retrations , than he had done former- 
ly by his other Writings communicated by him to the 
world. 

My fixth Requeſt, as conſequent upon the former , 
is , that you would not overmuch regard the applauſes 
of the vulgar z or (it may be)) the good opinion of 
ſome well meaning (but miſtaking) Chriſtians, Ob, 
this itch after Popular efteem is a thing of very evil con- 
ſequence, and will ſurely hzzaird us (if not ſeaſonably 
cured) to many inconveniences. Indeed, it will make 
us unfit to be Maſters of our own judgement; yea, it 
will fo weaken our fight, and for the preſent ſo blinde 
our eyes, that we ſhall notbe able ro diſcern Truth from 
Error, Peace from FaGtion, or the Lovers of Peace from 
the Troublers of our [ſrae), 

Theſe are the Requeſts, which | chought good at this 
time to preſent you with, in reference to your ſelves, ! told 
you, there is ſomewhat elfe , which 1 would alſo beg at 
your hands in reference to others : and the Particulars 
are two, 

Firſt | would entreat, that in cafe you be not yer fo 
cleerly ſatisfied, as to all your (cruples, and in every 
circumftance, you would not however therzupon grow 
clamorous,8 by that means endeavour to engage the mu]- 
rade into the participation of your diſcontent, Con- 
fider, Brethren, if che miſtake bz on your fide, your ſin 
in ſo doing will be greatly aggravated , firſt in regard of 

the Power, which you diſobey ; ſecondly in regard of 
the Perluns, whom you millead 3 thirdly in regard of 
| your 
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your (elves, by adventuring fo far (in a diſputable point) 
upon your own miſapprehenſions. Bart tuppoſe ( and 
for this diſcourſe fake, I but ſuppoſe it) ſuppoſe I fay , 
you may be in the right, yet let me entreat you once 
more to conſider, whether the thing (you contend for) 
be of that importance, as for the lake thereof to embroil 
a whole Church? Or whether (on the contrary) it be 
notan att of as great imprudence ſo to do, as for a man 
to burn his houſe , thar he may yoalt an egg? Brethren, 
you know , that all Truths are n-t of the ſame alloy 3 
and that therefore (as the caf2 may be) ſome harmleſs and 
quiet miltakes in judgement may be (comparat:vely ) bet- 
ter, than ſome unruly Truths. Surely, he was a wite 
man, and an Orthodox and well ſtudied Divine *, who 4 That 
ſaid, Though I love Peace weil, yet T love main Truths better : ſweet na. 
and again, on the other fide, 7 beugd T love al! Truths w2ll , tured and 
yet I rather conceal a ſmall Truth, than” difturb the common ".) nan 
Peace, Remember | befeech you , the Fruche, wherein 6 rg 
we all agree, are fundamenral: and me thinks, our a Dr. Jileph 
greement in them ſhould rye us falter, chan for every pet- Hall, late 
ty difference to fall aiunder. Give me } ave here > com- Bib" of 
mend unto you that ſraſonable z3n1 wholfcm atvice of orien. 
Se. Paul, Philip.3. 15,16. where lie ſaith, Let us (as many 
as be perfeft) be thus mind:d: and if in any thing ye be other 
wiſe minded , Gol ſhall reveal even this alſa unto you. Never» 
theleſs, whereto ye bav? already attained , {ct as walk, by the 
(ame Rulz, let ns mind the ſame thing, To be hot in our di- 
fputes about Suppoſals, and in the mean fcaf.zn (even by 
the violence of ſuch diſputes) to: hinder the growth of 
Reals, Oh bow unbeleeming ! how inuc' better would ic 
become ut, in matrers of this kind, to le:ve off contend» 
ing, and to fall a fupplicatin2, firſt co God, and then 
unto Auchority , that all theſe obvitacis and rubos 
in the way of Peace, on either {ide, may be lovingly re- 
moved? 
Brethren, we are now (thanks be to God for it) under 
the bleIſed influence of a gratious Prince , whvule hearc 
C43 
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(22) 
(181 we may gather from the effects) is compoſed and mad 
up (as I mzy ſzy) cf Trath and Juflice, of Love and 
Tender eſ:, to God and Man; l'o God, tor the pro- 
ting of his Servic-5 To Man, for the procucing of bigs 


Bo d; an how ca we bt t hope for an aniwerebie Care 


1:4 it £ L (: "ile - Pace 1nd 971A Th [ F 2:7 Oily a?, Dy 4 Eras 
1943 cond Icantion I things conv OteNt 0 Weaner $93 6 


e:itzf  DEtJES ,. UN |:r the Governmerit of 10 POQVA 2 
. , ng _ FE ne Sy, had ; bo k 

Princes, you 1:27 reſt aflured, that no rational Expedicn 
34 BEET.” © BI G he P. Mick (: : 

V ich 's a" G21) C ;nduce co ttc iOziCAR | 185 ACT un Ci 
TP. 4 : 

i 


£ 


: 1 113 Jde* » Chc ciftiane. Wil *”- Wi Cs bed much 
I 


lh, the indifting (if need be) of a free, Naticne!, and 
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weil-compoted Spuod, It you Witt crumoly Wit Ehe titre 


wirvay, ceonſfeis ; and iadced a way which 
Gud bath b! kd from the very inſaiicy of the Church > 
roward the ilincing of diſputes, and the repreiliag of 


ics in this k; W- which alio our faic Saintly Soveraiyn 
Of « and &10130UE memory (of «} Om, nor we, nor, 
1 © ſtile 3 hi caſeth itina like caie, tit world was wor- 


thy) Gd i BirnC1f cha'k our and recommend unto us in bis 
}zi dying word?, when his precious Scul was (as | mey 
ſay) upon the wing tow ard }.is heavenly Refi, Now une 
he eXp4 :Qtition of all this, ] belecch you quiet your 
GW: minds, an? | L my words find acceptance Witt yius 
whiſeitey (as 7:{cph ſometime gd unto his breth: en) See 
that vou fail rot tut oy the Ways 
Iau ſec. 1dly, there is onething more, wherein I muſt 
nes cr-ve your cluritable endeaveurs ; and that It ti;at 
you wou'd not onely haghus quite your (elves, buc alto do 
y ded 049 Her others, Ar 0417 Saviour faid to Peter,upon 
aniher accahon, fo ſhall my Exhortation berto every one 
QO!' Vou, Ft tht rs Conmnima Fratrts. In a cCoOmnion come 
bution , it r bs not co tuh rs torb:ar the bringing of more 
1&0: tinea the ble © but every good Citizen muſt 
ry. 2 t'> ils purer toward the quench :ing of the 
(147% Bei wed, you Cartucr belynorant, tharrhere ate 
at {Nis tin! ) vreat Ul tMUURLE of Bearty for cnc Dirifions 
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(23) 
cf our Rewfen, Oh now, tor the Spirit of meekneſle, 
humility , and love (fuch as wait Abreham and Moſes) 
ro intervene, and ſay as th fas (| (eff.(F. Sirs, why do 52 
ſtrive thus, ſeeing you are Brethien £ gp do ye Te 
vile, and (mite, and wound exch other: your unſeaſy» 
nable jan, Ting $8? Evcn thus _ It would become | 125 
(each one in his plac?, and within the compals of his ov-n 
Calling) to expoRulitc with our B-: ', and t© Endeae 
Vour (18 we cat) With a {weet an EC Cilnineis £2 ailliy 


—_ 


the boitterons ead iempeliuons viclence of hon [yiritts 
and with a orave and ſober Imp. icuity to call them 
back (it poliibl-) unto a right Cheiitian moderation 
that {o, theſe ſparks 07 contention ( 3 hich are bit in a = 
pearance) may dye away, and never buy. ti Cr OWer tO 
Lindle intoa flame. 

Give me leave here, az 4 boarty welt-wither, to the 
Churches Peace, to treat 1n the font-f! [3 Of a grations 
Soul now at Reft with God, ani ſyuron this oc alion) 


to revive the memory of £140 1elt ond hoaventy Sorit af 
holy £1 puſtirce, Who, when Re tay thc bitter contentions 
Detweer Fere; m2 and Ruſfino (cw preat and temrius Due 


. 1199 
ctors of the Church in his ayes) H uMmick COLUD Gui 


295 alicubi ſimul invenire 21 poſſum, %c. Alas, that I can 
never nd you two tocethr! How would 1 tall 
feet? How would ] :morzce their, yoo, and werp ove 
them How wouid I befeech you, eirt;er 1:23 _— and 
e.ch for himfeif, bort of you for the Crirehy and therein 
e(pect-i ' for thoſ: weak ones for whum hzi t "di d, and 
who (not without their on greatean; &) do (:d'y look 
on, en1 fee youtwo thus thing one api2nit the urher 11 
this Theatre of the world? Loehere, the Jovely tein- 
p-r, and peaceful ditp :{icion of thecHo!y Main ; 2 pattery, 
well worth our imitation. Indeed, we have the ©; « 
portanity, which { it feeins ) he miſſed , yes, and com» 
plained that he had it nut: and therefiiro, |.tus do (a7 
leaſt) what he ſaid he would dy 3 let |crut b{p and fect tor 
Peace, as we would for lite, 
© CT 
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(22) 
(18 we may gather from the effeds) is compbſed and made 
up. (as I may ſay) of Truth and Juflice, of Love and 
Tenderieſ:, to God and Manz Lo God, tor the-pro- 
moting of his Servic:cz To'Man,for the procuring of his 
Good : an4how can we but hops for an anſwerable Care 
in bin to fertile Peace and unanimity among ut, by a gra. 
tious cond:(cention in things convenient. to weatter ipi- 
rits? Belides, und:r the Government of to good a 
Prince, you may reſt aſſured, that no rational Expedient, 


which may reilly conduce to the Publick (aristaion of 


all ſober and ni>de®3 Chriſtians, will be with-beld; much 
leſs, the indifting (if need be) of a free, Nationa!, and 
well-compoled Synod, it you will bumoly wait the tire 
torir., A fairway, Iconfeis; and indeed a way which 
God hath bl-{Ted from the very infancy of the Church, 
toward the filencing .of diſputes, and the repreiling of 
ſtirs in this kind : which allo our late Saintly Soveraign 
of cear and glorious memory (of v hom, nor we, nor, 
as the Apoſtle phraſeth itina like caſe, tbe world was wor- 
thy) did HimCcIf chatk out and-recommend unto us in his 
lait dying worde, when his pretious Soul was (as | may 
ſay) upon the wing tov ard bis heavenly Ref, Now une 
der the expeation of all this, I] beleech you quiet 'your 
own minds, and I:t my words find acceptance with yuu., 
while! ſey (as Joſeph ſometime did unto his brethren) See 
that you fall not cut by the ways | 

Bur ſecondly, there is onething more, wherein I muſt 
neecs cr=ve your charitable endeavours : and that is, that 
you would not onely kaghus quire your (elves, but allo do 
y ur beit coquiet others, Av our Saviour ſaid to Peter,upon 
another occation,ſo ſhall my Exhortation be ro every one 
of you, Er 1# conver ſus confirma Fratrez. In a common com- 
bution , it is not enough oo forbtar the bringing of more 
fewel tu maintain the ite; but every good Citizen muſt 
be forw-rd to bis pewer toward the quenching of. the 


flame, | Bel wed, you catinot be ignorant, thar rhere are 


(at this tim-) great thouglits of hearts for the ongns 
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(23) 
of our Rewten, Oh now, for theSpirit of meekneſſe, 
humility , and love ({uch as wasin: Abreham and Moſes) 
to intervene, and-f{ay as they did in «Het, Sirs, why do 32 
ſtrive thus, ſeeing you are Brethren # y "do ye Te» 
vile, and (mite, and wound each her ous unfeaſg- 
nable janplings ? Even thus ſurely it woyld become us 
(each one in his place, and within the compals-of his own 
Calling) to expoſtulate with our Brethren, and to endea» 
your (18 we can) with a {weet and gentle calmneſs to allay 
the boitterous and tempeſtuons violence of hotter ſpirite, 
and with a grave and fober impcrcunity to call them 
back (if poſſible) unto a right Chriſtian moderation ; 
that ſo, theſe ſparks of contention (which are bur in ap- 
pearance } may dye away, and never heye the power to 
kindle intoa flame, 

Give me leave here, as, a hearty well-wiſher, to the 
Churches Peace, to tread inthe (oot-ſteps of a grations 
Soul now at Reft with Gd, and (upon this occaſion) 
to revive the memory of t1at iiweet and heavenly Spirit of 
holy* Auguſtine, who, when he faw the bitter contentions 
between ferem? and Ruſfino (:wo preat and famous Do» 
Qors of the Church in his deyes) H-u mibi (aid he) gui 
08 alicubi ſimul invenire ronpoſſum, &c. Alas,. that I can 
never find you two togeth'r How would I fall at your 
feet? How would I ?mvrace therr, yea, and werp over 
them 2 How would | befeech you, either {ur other, and 
eich tor himſelf, both of you for the Church, and therein 
eſpeci-Ily for thoſe weak ones for whom Chri't died, and 
who (not without their own greatan; ec) do (2d'y look 
on, an1 fee youtwo thus Tghting one agunit the arher in 
this Theatre of the world? Loe here, the lovely tem- 
p:r, and peaceful ditpoticion of theHoly Man : a pattern, 
well worth our imitation. Indeed, we have the 0; + 
portanity, which {( it ſeetns) he miſſed , yes, and com- 
plained that he had it not: and therefure, |:tus do (at 
leaſt) what he ſaid he would do 3 let }ctut beg and feck for 
Peace, as we would for life, 4 
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For my own part, I do make it this day my hamble 
Requeftunto you all; ,aud could with now (if poſſible ) 
that wy Ribs were as ſtrong as Braſs ,and my voice as loud 
as Thunder, chat the ſound thereot might reach over the 
who . | and,to the kindly affefing every heart, Burt Al» 
m'gh y Rod (lcruſt? hath his Agents abroad : And mey 
his Bicll:ag make their labours fruicful ? 

In the mean Caſon Brethren, as to you that are preſent; 
I ſha'l conclude my plea for Peace and Moderation in a few 
words, Ir is co me an uncertain thing, whether I ſha! 
ever meet youu thus 4pain togcther in this place: God 
onely knows, but it 18 probable 1 never ſhall. And there. 
fore (as if now taking my latt leave of you) letme breath 
out the very longings of my Soul into your boſoms, and 
ſhut up all with che words of the Apoltle, 2 Cora13, ir. 
Finally (Brethen) Farewell ! Beperfe@?, be of good comfort, be 
of one mind , live in peace , and the God of Peace ſhall be with 
zou. Tohim, and to the Word of his Grace, | commend 
you: and he merciiully grant, that every one, who both 
heard me this day , may comfortably return to his own 
home, aut ſanior» aut ſanabilior either aQtually more 
ſound, or at the leatwiſe) in a nearer diſpotition to bs 
made ſound ! 

And even ſo , O Holy Father, ſo beie; for the ſake 
of thy dear Son J:tus Chriſt ! co whom,with thine own 
Majeſtie , and thy blefſca Spirit, three Perſons and one 
God, be all Glorie and Honour , 1 hanſgiving and Obe- 
dience, now and for ever, Amen, 
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